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Subterranean Imaginaries and
Groundwater Narratives

By Deborah Wardle

This book interrogates the problems of how and why largely unseen matter, in this
case groundwater, has found limited expression in climate fiction. It explores key
considerations for writing groundwater narratives in the Anthropocene. Providing
eco-critical analysis, with creative fiction and non-fiction excerpts interwoven
throughout, and drawing on Indigenous Australian and Australian settler novels and
poems alongside European, American and Japanese texts, the book illuminates the
processes of ‘storying with’ subterranean waters - their facts, uncertainties, potencies
and vulnerabilities. This book is an engaging read for scholars and students in creative
writing, environmental humanities, cultural and post-colonial studies, Australian
studies and eco-critical literary studies. Writers and thinkers addressing the problems
of the Anthropocene are called to pay attention to the importance of subterranean

imaginaries and groundwater narratives.
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